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"…TO FOSTER AND 
PROMOTE THE STUDY OF 
AND RESEARCH ON THE… 

PARTICULAR PROBLEMS OF 
COLLIES… 

From the President, Robette Johns 
1606 Lake Holiday Dr., Sandwich, IL 60548 
Phone: 704-219-8277/Email: president@colliehealth.org 
 
It’s hard to believe we are already into Fall.  We need to accomplish a lot of things 
before the end of the year and we will need your help!  By now you should be 
familiar with our Coloboma Research Project, our Epilepsy Research Project and 
our DMS clinical trial.  We still need samples for these projects.  Learn more at 
www.colliehealth.org/research-samples-needed/. 
 
We are excited to announce a new Membership Chair, Johanna Lance.  Terry 
Kuhn will continue overseeing donations and Johanna and Terry will back each 
other up.  This dynamic duo will be prepared for all the membership renewals and 
your year-end donations.   
 
Were you at Sunnybank?  If you weren’t, you missed a great time and a great 
Gathering.  This year Pati Merrill chaired the event with help from co-chair, 
Nancy McDonald, and a cast of thousands!  OK maybe only a few volunteers.  
The weather was great.  This year’s Gathering was dedicated to Claire Leishman.  
Saturday there was a wonderful presentation and remembrance of the Terhune’s 
and what Claire did to try to save their house and property.  Saturday night was a 
spectacular Italian buffet held at Portobello’s Restaurant.  A beautifully themed 
cake was served for dessert.  Sunday started with one of the largest memorials we 
have had in years.  Unfortunately, we have lost a lot of friends this year.  The day 
progressed with the virtues match that had a huge entry along with the Lad Match.  
This was the first time a special hand-painted plate donated by Terry Kuhn, in 
memory of Gail Currie, was presented to the most “Virtuous” Collie of the 
Virtues’ Match.  The plate is pictured at the bottom of page 2.  What a great 
weekend catching up with friends, learning more about the Terhunes and 
Sunnybank, and supporting the Collie Health Foundation.  See more on page 4. 
 
We want to thank Ana and Julien Goulet again for the necklace donation in 
memory of Gayle Currie.  We raised $3,975.  The lucky winner was Tim Bauder 
with a $100 raffle ticket purchase.  Congratulations Tim! 
 
Showsight Magazine highlighted the Collie in their September and October issues.  
Three of our directors were part of this tribute.  Patt Caldwell wrote an article 
about the Foundation and it was published in the digital Collie magazine on page 
15:  https://digital.showsightmagazine.com/view/709394/15/ 

continued on Page 2   
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In the September issue, there is an article I wrote in the National magazine: 
https://digital.showsightmagazine.com/view/560517502/254/ 

In the October issue, there is a wonderful tribute to Gayle Kaye and an article Gayle wrote: 
https://digital.showsightmagazine.com/view/69831545/102/ 

We need to remember how important the MDR1 mutation is and how the Collie breed is still affected at 70%.  There has 
been no significant change since the genetic test was developed.  I think we will find that this mutation is tied to more 
health issues than just drug sensitivity.  As we do health testing for breeding, let’s not take this piece of the puzzle lightly 
anymore.  It’s time our breeders take MDR1 status into consideration when they breed. 

We would like to correct an omission from the last newsletter.  When the Elections Procedure Committee, chaired by 
Ginny White, was listed, three members were not listed, Peggy Darrington, Gayle Kaye and Lori Montero.  We are so 
sorry we missed you ladies.  Every volunteer is worth their weight in gold! 

By the time you receive this, the midterm elections will be over.  In the spirit of the Holidays, I’d like to remind everyone 
how special our Collie friends and the dog show community is when there is a crisis.  It doesn’t matter whether you’re 
Republican or Democrat, Pro-Choice or Pro-Life, when a disaster happens our dog show community is there to help.  We 
are going through the largest Collie rescue ever in Illinois.  Two hundred Collies had to be rescued and people stepped up 
from everywhere to help.  There is still help needed and permanent homes to be found.  I was told about the members of 
the Tampa Bay Collie Club who helped each other clean up after Hurricane Ian.  Our country has become deeply divided, 
but the love and passion we share for our dogs goes beyond anything political.  Have a happy, healthy and a very special 
holiday season this year. 

- Robette
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Fall into Great Shopping 

On the CHF Website 

Holiday Cards 

Insulated Cups 

Ball Caps 

Boar Bristle Brushes 

Pin Brushes 

Logo Note Cards 

More… 
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Collie Health Foundation Gathering at Sunnybank 
August 19-21, 2022 

By Pati Merrill 
Another one in the books! 
 
We were again, for the 26th time, able to enjoy the grounds of “The Place” at Sunnybank Park, the home of author 
Albert Payson Terhune.  Thanks to the folks who took reservations, made reservations, ordered potties, requested a 
tent, tables, chairs and tablecloths, found a food truck and a bonus ice cream truck – and others who brought 
generators and gas and came early and stayed late to provide guidance and muscle power.  Merci for lots of help 
from the Perpetual Madam, Gerrie Oliver. 
 
As far as endless details of Sunnybank logistics go…It certainly takes a village - so great -Sunny Money, entry forms, 
and anything that needs doing by Nancy McDonald, Carrie Lenhart our Virtues match moderator extraordinaire, 
Elizabeth Smith collected folks certified to do CGC and Therapy and gathered reservations and on Sunday took 
entries!  And, as always, Linda Raven and Shannon Schrier were on hand selling Sunny Money all weekend.  Susan 
Hernquist took reservations for the dinner at Portabellos, sold t-shirts and was the funnest driver yet. (right 
Denise?)  Robette Johns set up Hotel deals, reserved the park, picked up the keys and worked the tables.  Kathy 
Landis got our booking for Portabellos, and Carol Soranno thankfully booked the tent, table, chairs etc.  Jean 
Framke manned the promotions table and helped the rest of us get things right.  Local Wayne photojournalist Linda 
DeYoung is the best “face” of the place as she sends photos all year and she took some great ones during the 
gathering.  Ron Sherr, as always gave us SOUND – and music and a microphone setup – and drone photos – we 
are so modern – or he is!  Thanks to Deb Gates and Corinne Boon as they took over the auction table on Sunday. 
Terry Kuhn, membership, who helped everywhere and commissioned the beautiful plate as awards in memory of 
Gail Currie, Denise Glova who painted the gorgeous plate and was kidnapped for a Friday night ride over the river 
and through the woods, Katrina Warsick who brought David and signed the book – “Hi, Im David” – she donated 
the books and all profits go in memory of Gail Currie.  Patt Caldwell who kept us on pace and in line!  Our helpers 
Tom Hoadley, Diane Mierz, Johanna Lance, and so many others.  Thanks to our delivery friends - (boxes for the 
Auction) Nan Marks, Joan Hamilton, Deb Taylor, Tammy Harty and Eileen Oswald. 
 
Thanks to Susie DeLorenzo who always does the memorial in such a special way – she brings the set ups and even 
gas for the generator – thanks also to Roy.  A very BIG thank you to my sister Amie Clifford – she works like she 
has a collie – she has a pug but believes in what we do – she’s amazing – aside from trying to get me to stay at a 
Bates Motel on the way up and not knowing how to spell jem  - oh its gem – I love her.  Thank you to the rescue 
groups who set up – I hope you did well – we are so proud that COLLIES have you and you are always there for 
the COLLIE.  Last but not least - The flower Fairy – yep she is still keeping us in flowers – and super auction items 
- Leigh Cohen – you are the best and make everything so lovely. 
 
This is about those who made it happen – without them there is no gathering. 

 
Come on over next year – August 18-20, 2023 and we 
will treat you to a fun time and if you want to play with 
us – jobs are available. 

 

 

 

Photo of the cake at the dinner at Portobellos (an annual tradition) 
courtesy of Roseann Cyngier 
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Sunnybank weekend has actually been extended to begin on Friday night, where the Terhune Sunnybank Memorial 
launches the event with an evening “Meet N Greet” where they share Terhune albums, memorabilia, stories and 
lore, in addition to holding an auction that supports their projects that enhance the integrity of the park and its 
precious landmarks.  Thanks to Terhune Sunnybank Memorial’s ladies for welcoming us all!  
 
Saturday’s events are hosted by and dedicated to more sharing of Sunnybank lore by TSM…President Judy 
Leathers, Kathy George, Sunnybank Collie Historian, Krissy Marshall, who also stood in reading Marilyn 
Horowitz’s tribute in addition to her own, Donna McCoy, Diane Blazek, Noralee Smiley, for wonderful Claire 
Leishman memories and a tour of the place.  (Nancy and Pati tearfully said a few words about Claire).  Roseanne 
Cyngier talked to us about the huge Illinois Rescue and about her wonderful program “Terhune read a book day” 
November 13, 2022.  Special thanks to Historian and artist Kathy George for this year’s commemorative t-shirt 
design depicting a tribute to Claire Leishman’s 100th birthday. 
 
It was a tremendous pleasure to award the CHF Noah Award to Judy Leathers, she is a leader of the pack.  She 
came here years ago for tea with Anice!  She is now the leader of the TERHUNE group (AKA Terhune Sunnybank 
Memorial).  We are thrilled to have her to lead the grand tour – on foot or even better – the pictures in our minds. 
Thank you, Judy, for sharing and being the ringmaster. 
 
On even years Sunday morning dawns with traditional sounds of a lone bagpiper from a perch at Champion Rock. 
Memorials and celebrations are read by Susie Delorenzo as cards are planted on the rise near the root cellar.  It’s a 
beautiful moving sight and a wonderful way for us to acknowledge special events, happy and sad, in our journey 
with our Collies. 

Photo courtesy of Ron Sherr 
 
On Sunday, the focus switches to education and fun competition for Collie breeders.  Morning events include the 
annual Virtue Reality Matches with legacy breeders inviting exhibitors to share all different aged Collies to exemplify 
different elements of the Collie Standard.  Judges Patrick Wentworth, Lisa Finken, and Patt Caldwell flew in from 
Colorado, Iowa and Texas to haggle over who had the prettiest Expression, Muzzle, etc.  Moderated by Carrie 
Lenhart, it’s a great informal opportunity for new and old to elevate their understanding of what makes Collies the 
most beautiful of all breeds.  After lunch, a Junior Handler Competition and the Lad of Memorial Match take the 
stage, this year judged by Bree Ardizzone from Wisconsin and Lea Bertsch from Texas. 
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Virtues Match 
Host Carrie Lenhart and Judges Patrick Wentworth, Patt Caldwell, & Lisa Finken 

 
Best Front (17 entries) 
Creekwood Sugar N Spice Everyone Knows My Name 
(GCh Milas Walk The Line x GCh Creekwood Sequoia You’re A Star) 
bred by Robin Reed & Jenn Petter/owned by Robin Reed & Mara Flood 
 
Best General Appearance/Outline (14 entries) 
Sloane 
(Ch Tavern Hill Limerick Celtic Classic x Ch. Limerick Showstopper) 
bred by Caroline Jones/owned by Marni Sharoff 
 
Best Rear (12 entries)/Best Side Gait (19 entries) 
Alice 
(Ch Ceilidh’s Legends Of The Fall x GChS Mello-D’s Shadows And Light) 
bred/owned by Babbi Dilbeck 
 
Best Skull (19 entries) 
Rose 
(Ch Ceilidh’s Legends Of The Fall x GChS Mello-D’s Shadows And Light) 
bred/owned by Babbi Dilbeck 
 
Best Profile (20 entries)/Best Muzzle (16 entries) 
Nor’Loch Showstopper 
(Ch Barksdale Guardian of the Galaxy x Barksdale Pastiche) 
bred/owned by Eileen Oswald 
 
Best Overall in Virtues/ 
Best Expression (27 entries) 
Reedie 
(Riverrun Galatean Talladega x Couture Galatean Riverrun Coreopsis) 
bred/owned by Suzy Delorenzo, Mary and Rose Robischon and Mary Jackson 

 
Lad Match 

Judge Lea Bertsch & Bree Ardizzone 
 
Best Adult Dog 
Storm 
(GCHG Pleasant Acre Blue Moon x Pleasant Acre Dancing in the Dark) 
bred by Mary Lee Shingle/owned by Roseann Cyngier, Mary Lee Shingle, Hector & Meredith Hector & Addison 
Lude 
 
Best in Lad Match (29 entries) 
Creekwood Cherry On Top 
(Ch Creekwood SugarnSpice Bonfire x Creekwood Twin Pines Whistling Dixie) 
bred/owned by Robin Reed, Ron Luster & Ginger Mehr 

 
Juniors Match 

Judge Bree Ardizzone 
 
Best Junior  
Lexie Coriell 
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Best Overall in Virtues 
Reedie 
(Riverrun Galatean Talladega x 
Couture Galatean Riverrun Coreopsis) 
bred/owned by Suzy Delorenzo, Mary 
and Rose Robischon and Mary Jackson 
Photo courtesy of Ron Sherr 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Best in Lad Match 
Creekwood Cherry On Top 
(Ch Creekwood SugarnSpice Bonfire x 
Creekwood Twin Pines Whistling Dixie) 
bred/owned by Robin Reed, Ron Luster & 
Ginger Mehr 
Photo courtesy of Ron Sherr 

Photos courtesy of 
Ron Sherr 
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Grant Updates! 
 

Andrea Fiumefreddo, MS, AKC CHF Director of Programs and Operations, has provided the following 
reports on AKC CHF grants the Collie Health Foundation helped fund: 
 
Grant 02502: Precision Medicine for Canine Lymphoma 
Principal Investigator:  Nicola Mason, BVetMed, PhD; Research Institution:  University of Pennsylvania 
Progress Report: FINAL  
 
Original Project Description:  
 
The clinical response of dogs with lymphoma to multi-agent chemotherapy is highly variable.  Although up to 
85% of dogs respond initially, some relapse within weeks, while others enjoy remission times of two years.  This 
heterogeneity in clinical response is in part explained by the recognition that "lymphoma" is not a single disease 
entity, but consists of different subtypes that can be characterized on a molecular level by mutations in specific 
genes.  As in human medicine, it follows that different lymphoma subtypes, driven by different molecular 
mechanisms, may respond better to therapies that are specifically selected to inhibit the driver mechanisms with-
in that patient's tumor.  Recent work using sophisticated genetic sequencing tools (next-generation sequencing 
(NGS)) has begun to shed light on the different molecular subtypes of canine B cell lymphoma, and specific 
therapies aimed at targeting patient-specific driver genes and pathways are being developed.  To enable targeted 
therapies to move into the clinic, a personalized diagnostic tool must be developed that can rapidly and cost-
effectively determine the mutational profile of a patient's cancer allowing selection of the most effective drug for 
that patient.  The investigators aim to develop a NGS diagnostic test that can be employed on standard biopsy 
samples to identify molecular drivers of a patient's lymphoma (personalized diagnostics), enabling the most 
appropriate targeted therapy to be selected for that patient.  In addition, they aim to determine whether specific 
mutational profiles within canine lymphoma identified by their NGS panel are predictive of clinical outcome. 
 
Report to Grant Sponsor from Investigator:  
 
As a quick summary since our last report we have successfully published our work describing the development 
of the canine oncopanel in Veterinary and Comparative Oncology (reference included in the report). We have 
also compiled all genomic data and clinical data from our 60 DLBCL case cohort and are in the process of 
preparing a manuscript describing the use of the canine oncopanel to identify driver mutations and estimate 
tumor mutational burden in canine DLBCL.  Unfortunately, last year our senior research investigator Dr. 
Guannan Wang left UPenn to join a genomic and molecular diagnostic testing company.  Unfortunately, we 
have been unable to replace Dr. Wang and as such we have been unable to sequence/analyze the remaining 
tumors we had planned.  Nevertheless, in addition to our recently published canine oncopanel work, we are 
now preparing the manuscript describing our results from the canine DLBCL specimens. 
 
Publications: 
 
Wang, G., Wu, M., Durham, A. C., Mason, N. J., & Roth, D. B. (2021). Canine Oncopanel: A capture-based, 
NGS platform for evaluating the mutational landscape and detecting putative driver mutations in canine 
cancers. Veterinary and Comparative Oncology. https://doi.org/10.1111/vco.12746 
 
Dr. Wang also described some of this research in her YouTube presentation which can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQNzmozP12Y 
 
Grant 02772: Identifying Early Stage Ultra-rare Mutations as Predictive Biomarkers of 
Lymphoma in High-risk versus Low-risk Breeds Within the Dog Aging Project 
Principal Investigator: Daniel Promislow, PhD; Research Institution: University of Washington 
Progress Report: Final 
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Original Project Description:  
 
The most common type of cancer in dogs is lymphoma, with ~80,000 cases diagnosed annually in the United 
States.  Breeds vary in their risk of lymphoma, but it is unclear why there is variation despite considerable effort 
to identify the genetics of cancer risk and progression in dogs.  Cancer typically arises from the accumulation of 
non-inherited (i.e. somatic) mutations.  However, variation among breeds in cancer risk could be due to breed-
specific variation in the types of mutations, the rate of accumulation of mutations, or the downstream effects of 
mutations in healthy dogs.  This study will use novel sequencing technology to test the hypothesis that breed-
specific lymphoma risk is due to variation in the frequency and type of rare precancerous mutations.  Normally, 
measuring these low-frequency mutations has been beyond the range of standard sequencing technology, which 
is limited to detecting mutations present in >1% of cells.  The new technology applied here represents a 
>10,000-fold improvement in accuracy, enabling the investigators to accurately detect a precancerous mutation 
present at a single site at a frequency of just one out of every 10 million DNA base pairs.  By determining if 
mutation frequency in blood of healthy high-risk and low-risk dogs can predict lymphoma risk, this work could 
lead to the development of novel tests for the early diagnosis and prognosis of canine lymphoma.  This work has 
the potential to shed light on the mechanisms that underlie breed-specific variation in lymphoma risk, and in the 
long term, could lead to the development of novel tests for the early diagnosis and prognosis of canine 
lymphoma. 
 
Report to Grant Sponsor from Investigator:  
 
The primary goal of this project is to test the hypothesis that breeds vary in risk of lymphoma due, at least in 
part, to breed-specific variation in rates of mutation in genes relevant to lymphoma.  To test this hypothesis, we 
needed to gather blood samples from breeds at high risk and low risk of lymphoma, and from individuals of 
different ages within those breeds.  We would then measure the frequency of rare mutations in several genes, and 
ask if this frequency is higher in breeds at relatively high risk of lymphoma. 
 
Genes are made up of strings of four bases, which we call A, T, G and C.  Every time a cell divides, there is a 
risk of one of these bases mutating to become another.  Our goal is to identify when that happens, and to ask if 
it happens more often in breeds that have high risk of lymphoma, and secondarily, to ask if mutation frequency 
increases with age, which might explain why risk of lymphoma increases with age. 
 
To identify novel mutations in blood cells, we sequence the DNA within each cell.  Normal gene sequencing 
methods make mistakes at a rate of about 1 in 1000.  A mistake would mean that we would think a particular 
base pair had mutated (say, from A to T), when it fact it had not.  The actual frequency of rare mutations is less 
than one in a million.  Thus, to measure the real mutations above the noise of mistakes, we need a method that is 
far more accurate at sequencing.  Standard sequencing methods sequence the entire genome (2.4 billion base 
pairs in a dog), and for each sample, typically repeat the sequencing about 30 times (“30X”) to capture most of 
the DNA.  It is important to note that with Duplex Sequencing, we have sequenced just a few genes, but at 
extremely high depth (~10,000X).  We need to do this to be sure that we sequence enough DNA, from enough 
different cells, that we will see those one-in-a-million mutations. 
 
With the support of this grant, we were able to collect and sequence DNA in white blood cells from 117 dogs 
representing eight different breeds, five at low risk of lymphoma, and three at high risk.  All sequencing is 
complete, and we are now in the process of analyzing the data with the goal of writing and submitting a 
manuscript to a scientific journal during the coming academic year. 
 
The work funded by this grant was delayed considerably by the COVID19 pandemic.  With all samples and 
sequencing data now in hand, we are well placed to carry out the last steps needed to complete what we are 
confident will be a high-profile scientific manuscript, laying the groundwork for a new and powerful approach to 
study cancer risk in companion dogs. 
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 Welcome to the Family! 
 

The Collie Health Foundation Welcomes 
the Following New Members 

 
Alexis Carino 
Quincy, MA 

Robin Hammel 
Orlando, FL 

Ellen A. McCombs 
Creston, CA 

Marni Sharoff 
Baltimore, MD 

    Heidi Cash 
Greenbank, WA 

Rebecca Hart 
Longview, WA 

Steven Meiller 
Port Richey, FL 

Marylinn Sharp 
Tooele, UT 

    Hannah Cain** 
Moreno Valley, CA 

Roxann Heit** 
Augusta, KS 

Alma Metz 
Greenville PA 

Andria Sobczak 
Lincoln, RI 

    Rebecca Dean 
Moundridge, KS 

Gayl Hoel** 
Aiken, SC 

Mary O'Rourke &  
William Reich 
Point Pleasant, NJ 

Patty Stafford 
Struthers, OH 

    Sherry Dodson 
Pittsboro, NC 

Kathy Kaczor** 
Lake City, MI 

Lenore Owens 
Lowell, IN 

Candace Stout &  
Domingo Galdos** 
Montague, NJ 

      Carole A. Ervin** 
Alhambra, IL 

Kathleen Krause 
East Troy, WI 

Caryl & Eric Pomales 
Stuart, FL 

Mary Yerkes 
Sanford, NC 

    Alene Evans** 
Belfair, WA 

Johanna Lance** 
Cleveland, OH 

Annette Rawlings** 
Wareham, MA 

 

    Christopher Gilliam 
Nampa, ID 

Mike & Diane Marciuliano 
Staten Island, NY 

Jessica Saunders 
Mechanicsville, MD 

 

        Note:  **indicates previous member…Welcome Back! 
New Members – June 9, 2022 – October 22, 2022 

  
Donations in Honor/Celebration/Memory/General Donations 

June 9, 2022 – October 22, 2022 
 

Donor In honor/celebration/memory of…. 
  Network for Good General Fund 
  Unknown PayPal Giving Fund 
  Collie Club of America In Memory of CCA members who passed in 2022  
  Collie Club of America Donation of $1.00 per 2022 member 
  Los Padres Collie Club In Memory of Helga Kane 
  North Texas Collie Club In Memory of Grace Kosub - Vanity Collies 
  South Texas Collie Club In Memory of Judith “Judy” Robinson West 
  Carol Bardo In Memory of Evelyn Ariff. 
  Susan Croiwe In Memory of Vince Campanella 
  Debra Cunningham For Carmen Leonard’s print of "Play Time" 
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Donor continued In honor/celebration/memory of….continued 
  Sherry Dodson In Memory of Branestorm Second Try and Branestorm Try Tri Again 
  Dennis R. & Carol F. Elliott General Fund 
  Martha & Peter Florio In Memory of Gail Currie 
  Linda Fowles In Memory of Earthstar’s Masquerade (Rio) owned by Darlene Torres 
  Lisa Frishman Bailey & Goldie 
  Linda George In Memory of Evelyn Ariff 
  Elaine Goto-Tamae In Memory of Judy Bryant 
  Elaine Goto-Tamae In Memory of Helga Kane and Kanebriar Collies 
  Susan Hernquist In Honor of Dr Nancy Kelso 
  Doreen A. Ingrassia General Fund - Happy Birthday! 
  Robette & Steve Johns In Memory of Helga Kane - A great lady whose lifetime friendship, her 

occasional words to mentor me, and her dedication to the Collie Health 
Foundation will make her very missed. 

  Mary Jones In Honor of and thanks to Loralei Dewe 
  Roxane Jourdain Donation from Sue Floyd’s stud book auction 
  Judy & Philip Karrberg In Memory of Evelyn Ariff 
  Gayle & Don Kaye In Memory of Helga Kane ……one special Collie lady 
  Judith D. Kirkeby In Memory of Judy Bryant 
  Judith D. Kirkeby In Memory of Carmen Leonard 
  Judith D. Kirkeby In Memory of Lisara's Chester 2009-2022 
  Mike & Diane Marciuliano General Fund 
  Pati Merrill In Memory of Helga Kane 
  Andrea Nelson In Memory of Book/Gael’s Armed N Dangerous CGC “Dillon” 
  Beth Nemoff In Memory of Claire Leishman 
  Joseph Pepin In Memory of Ellen Pepin and in honor of her life.  In Honor of Nikki, 

Dakota, Tess, Echo 
  Thomas & Jeanette Poling In Memory of Helga Kane ... Thank you for loving and guarding our Collies 

for more than 60  years! 
  Thomas & Jeanette Poling In Memory of  "Hannah" Chelsea Diamons and Pearls HIC owned by Tim & 

Marilyn Mothersell 
  Jane Potoczniak In Memory of Evelyn Vincent Ariff 
  Frances L. Preston General Fund 
  John Salmon In Honor of  Rosemary George 
  Marni Sharoff General Fund 
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Donor continued In honor/celebration/memory of….continued 
  Terry Styner In Honor of Leslie Rappaport 
  Mark Vincent In Memory of Carmen Louise Leonard.  Love, the Vincents 
  

Celebrating Our Seniors! 
June 9, 2022 through October, 2022 

  GCH Pleasant Acre Fond Regards "Abbey" 
DOB:  10/12/2010 
Breeder:  Mary Lee Shingle 
Owner:  Susan R. Hurley 

Lynloch Afternoon Delight, "Ruby" 
DOB:  8/13/2010   
Breeder:  Robert Hawkins 
Owner:  Jana Lashmit 

  MBISS GCHB Chelsea Casanova Cowboy celebrated his 12th birthday 
Breeder:  Gayle & Don Kaye 
Owner:  Gayle & Don Kaye 

Health Testing Report 
Submitted by Isabel Ososki, Assistant Treasurer: assistanttreas@colliehealth.org 

 
Fall kind of snuck up on me this year but there is no denying the beautiful fall foliage starting to show its splendor.  
Collie Health Foundation members continue to actively test their collies and have requested 274 test codes for the 
Optimal Selection Panel and/or refunds for the DMS and rcd2-PRA tests through the end of September 2022. 
 
I encourage members to go to the Collie Health Foundation website (https://colliehealth.org/) to find excellent 
articles and links regarding Collie health issues and testing,  We have also been working to make the testing links 
more easily found!  Members can click on the following links for helpful material to understand the importance of 
testing and how to ensure we are getting the highest quality of testing and reliable results. 
https://www.colliehealth.org/collie-health-testing-201/ 
https://www.colliehealth.org/why-wisdom-health/ 
 
The CHF supported CEA/Coloboma Study through the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine 
continues.  Collie owners can get the genetic CEA test needed to enroll a dog into the study at this link, 
https://www.colliehealth.org/coloboma-study-enrollment/.  We have added a link under both the Test Your Collie 
and Grants/Samples - Research Samples Needed sections of the CHF Website.  Remember, CHF will reimburse 
the costs incurred to enter this study so keep all receipts (all receipts must be sent together for reimbursement).  
Please follow the directions for submitting the test results so that the researchers can use the samples that are 
received.  Questions can be directed to Pat Jung, Patt Caldwell or myself. 
 
The regular CHF website link for requesting tests on the CHF website continues to be: 
https://www.colliehealth.org/test-your-collie/ 
 
This past month I worked with a member to submit her dog’s DNA sample to the Martha E Hoffman CHIC DNA 
Banking Project.  This reminded me how important it is for all of us to bank DNA for future research needs.  
Follow this link to see information about the Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) and CHF’s role in helping 
support this for CHIC and CHF members. 
https://www.colliehealth.org/dna-banking/ 
 
Remember, Collie health testing discounts are for CHF members and their purebred rough and smooth Collies 
only.  If you know someone who wishes to utilize CHF sponsored testing, encourage them to become CHF 
members or renew their membership.  This is just one of the important benefits of membership!  Join or renew at:  
https://www.colliehealth.org/product/membership/ 
 
Direct any questions on health testing to assistanttreas@colliehealth.org 
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Transcriptome Profiling of Canine Familial Dermatomyositis (DMS)  
Skin Lesions and Treatment 

 
Breed(s): Shetland Sheepdog, Collie 
Sample Type: Clinical Study, Tissue Sample 
Study Location: University of Georgia 
AKC/CHF-funded Grant: 02921-MOU 
 
Cutaneous dermatomyositis (DMS) is a chronic immune-mediated disease that exhibits severe inflammatory lesions 
leading to skin scarring with disfiguration.  The inflammatory skin process in human DMS is characterized by an 
upregulated interferon signature and activation of Janus kinase (JAK) pathway; the JAK inhibitors represent a novel 
treatment modality for human cutaneous DMS.  Presently, little is known about the pathogenesis of canine familial 
DMS-associated skin lesions in Collies and Shetland Sheepdogs and the treatment is rarely successful.  Oclacitinib is 
a safe and well-tolerated JAK inhibitor that has been used for the control or treatment of allergic dermatitis in dogs; 
however, the therapeutic effect of oclacitinib on canine familial DMS has not been investigated. 
 
The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the molecular signature of canine familial DMS using RNA 
sequencing.  We will perform transcriptomic analyses of lesional skin biopsy specimens from 20 dogs (Collies, 
Shetland Sheepdogs) with familial DMS; biopsy specimens from 10 healthy dogs will serve as a control.  Alignment 
of RNA-seq reads and detailed comparative analysis will be identified using software services.  Furthermore, we will 
evaluate the effect of oclacitinib, a veterinary JAK inhibitor, on the modulation of the cutaneous DMS clinical signs 
in dogs in a 12-week open-label study.  This is the first evaluation of a targeted immune JAK antagonist in dogs 
with familial DMS.  The robust transcriptome analysis using RNA-seq will define novel pathogenic (innate, adaptive 
and inflammatory) pathways canine DMS disease drivers, with potential for the development of new targeted 
therapeutics. 
 
Participation Requirements: 
 
Client-owned Collies and Shetland Sheepdogs of any age, body weight and sex, with active cutaneous DMS 
diagnosed based on currently accepted standards (i.e. compatible history, clinical signs and microscopic 
demonstration of cell-poor interface dermatitis with vasculopathy, follicular atrophy and fibrosis on previous skin 
biopsy) will be enrolled into the study. 
 
To limit the influence of medications on active DMS skin lesions, withdrawal times for all dogs from previous 
medications will be recommended to the client. 
 
Owner's Responsibilities: 
 
Once the patient is accepted into the study, the primary investigator will be in contact with the clients to organize a 
one-time skin biopsy collection procedure at a veterinary dermatologist clinic or a primary veterinarian 
clinic.  The primary investigator is responsible for the shipments of all materials. Samples can be sent from other 
clinics/owners. 
 
If the clients pursue treatment with oclacitinib, the primary investigator will contact the clients directly with clinical 
scoring materials and the client will be responsible to bring the patient for a clinical visit rechecks to a veterinary 
dermatologist or a primary veterinarian. 
 
If you would like to learn more or participate in this study, please contact Pat Jung at 
palary@msn.com. 
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A Friendly Reminder 
Collie Health Foundation Educational Grants 

What are the guidelines to apply? 
• You must be a member club 
• Your seminar must be health related and within the Foundations purposes 
• You will need to tell us your costs, your expected attendance, etc.  Be sure to list all your expense including 

printing, rent, speaker fees. 
• If you are not sure if your seminar qualifies, contact Patt Caldwell. 
• Your member club or clubs can apply for up to $500 per seminar.  The Educational Grant Committee 

decides whether they feel the seminar is related to canine health.  If they do, they send it on to the Board for 
approval or disapproval.  The amount of the grant may also be changed by the Board. 
 

Over the years, CHF has approved many different types of educational grants including a grant for a seminar on 
acupuncture, a seminar on reproduction and a grant for the CCA Breed Ed Committee’s seminar at the 2021 CCA 
National - The Ins & Outs of Pedigree Analysis, Genetic Diversity, & Genetic Disease Control. 
 
You may download the new application from the Collie Health Foundation Website at: 
https://www.colliehealth.org/grants/educational-grants/ 
 

 

Make a difference at the National! 
 
When you start to make your plans for the 2023 Collie Club of America National, consider including a plan to give 
the Collie Health Foundation a couple of hours of your time. We’d love to see new faces and meet new people.  If 
you have a special skill to share, we’d love to talk with you, but no experience or talent is needed – just a smiling 
face and willingness to contribute to better Collie health. We will need help at the National in the following ways: 
 
 

Night Auction & Dinner Day Auctions Promotional Items 
• Chair or Co-Chair – help to set 

the menu and with room 
arrangements 

• Sorting – Tuesday • Handle sales, straighten and 
restock items 

• Help with auction set up – 
arrange the night auction items 
for display 

• Set up of new items daily, 
including preparing auction bid 
cards 

• Clean Up & Packing 

• “Vannas” • Working tables  

• Auction spotters • Accepting payment at close of 
auction 

 

• Clean Up • Clean Up/Packing  
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Contributions are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. 

Collie Health Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  Federal Tax ID #13-3376254 
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Collie Health Foundation Membership Form 

   
PLEASE INDICATE:  New Member    Renewed Membership   

 
Please check level of membership desired:   I’m interested in volunteering: 
 
  Individual Membership $25     Fundraising   Sunnybank 
  Family Membership $40     Auctions  Promotions 
  Sustaining Membership $100    Website  Education/Grant/Studies 
  Patron    $500    
  Benefactor  $1,000    Other:       
 

(Dues are for a fiscal year from January 1 to December 31 (or from join date to December 31) 
 

Join online at www.colliehealth.org/membership/ or if you prefer to mail a check you can send a check in U.S. funds 
payable to Collie Health Foundation to:   Johanna Lance, 1631 Holmden Ave, Cleveland, OH 44109 
   
Name:        

 
Address:  ___________________________________________          

 
City: ___________________    State: _______ Zip: ____________________ 

 
Email: _____________________________________  Phone:          
 
  Please check if this is a new address 
  I have included CHF I my will 
  Please send me information about including CHF in my will. 
 
Do you or your spouse work for a matching gift company?  Some companies will match gifs of employees 
and/or retirees.  Please contact your personnel office for details and a matching gift form. 
 
Company Name:             
Form Enclosed:   Yes    No 
 
ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION:  In Memory   In Honor   In Celebration 
 
               
 
                 
     

Dues are due 12/31/2022 

http://www.colliehealth.org/membership/


 
 

Johanna Lance 
CHF Membership  
1631 Holmden Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
USA 
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